Pepper mild mottle virus (PMMoV) of the genus Tobamovirus occurs worldwide and can drastically reduce fruit yield in chili and bell peppers (2, 3) . In the southeastern United States the virus has been reported since 1997 in Florida, where it was first identified on ornamental peppers and more recently in several bell pepper cultivars in commercial fields (1) . In October of 2002, an entire field of jalapeno pepper (Capsicum annuum L.) in Grady County in Georgia was affected by a virus-like disease, where most fruits were severely mottled, reduced in size, deformed, and some showed off-colored sunken areas ( Fig. 1 ). Disease incidence on plants ranged from 20 to 80% and resulted in a 50 to 100% yield loss.
Fruit and leaf tissues from several plants were tested by compound direct ELISA with commercial antisera for PMMoV (Agdia Inc., Elkhart, IN). Jalapeno pepper seeds of the variety Agriset 4001, from the same seed lot used in the field, were obtained from the grower and also tested by ELISA. All tissues and seed samples tested positive for PMMoV. Seeds from the lot testing positive were planted in individual pots in the greenhouse at 25 to 35°C using Berger peat moss BM1 (Saint Modeste, Quèbec, Canada). Subsequent developing tissues (leaves, stems, roots, and fruits from 16 plants) were tested for PMMoV, and 75% were positive, confirming transmission through seed. The virus was also mechanically transmitted by sap inoculation (from leaves and symptomatic fruit tissues) into leaves of several healthy seedlings of jalapeno pepper Grande, sweet bell pepper green Colossal, and tobacco K-326 (with transmission rates of 25, 63 and 50%, respectively) under greenhouse conditions as described earlier. This is the first report of seed-transmitted PMMoV affecting jalapeno peppers in Georgia. These findings suggest that seed companies may need to implement new screenings for PMMoV in jalapeno pepper.
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